Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 BUENOS 01224 2322 10Z 

63 

ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIE-00 

INRE-00 NSCE-00 SSO-OO /051 W 

095659 

O 232157Z FEB 76 

FM AMEMB BUENOS AIRES 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4597 

SECRET BUENOS AIRES 1224 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, ELAB, AR 

SUBJECT: MRS. PERON'S TROUBLES INCREASE: KEY MEETING TODAY (FEB 23) 

1 . IMPORTANT MEETING BEING HELD THIS EVENING (FEB 23) BETWEEN MRS. 

PERON AND DELEGATION OF TEN PERONIST LABOR, CONGRESSIONAL AND PARTY 
LEADERS. PERONIST PARTY SPLIT ON FEB 19, WITH ULTRA- VERTICALISTAS, 

WHO UNSWERVINGLY SUPPORT MRS. PERON. RESIGNING FROM COUNCIL. CENTRAL 
PARTY ORGANIZATION IS NOW THEREFORE IN HANDS OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE 
MRS. PERON MUST EITHER OUST "PALACE ENTOURAGE" AND CHANGE POLICIES 
OR RESIGN. DELEGATION OF TEN IS EXPECTED TO DEMAND THESE CHANGES IN 
MEETING TODAY. MRS. PERON IS EXPECTED TO REFUSE OR AT MOST "THINK IT 
OVER." THIS COULD PUSH DISSIDENTS, INCLUDING MANY PERONISTS WHO HAVE 
HERETOFORE SUPPORTED MRS. PERON, INTO OUTRIGHT OPPOSITION TO HER. 
OUTCOME OF MEETING MAY THEREFORE BY A KEY FACTOR IN DEVELOPING 
SITUATION HERE. IF LABOR WITHDRAWS SUPPORT FROM MRS. PERON’S 
GOVERNMENT, DOOR WILL BE OPENED EVEN FURTHER THAT IT ALREADY 
WAS TO MILITARY INTERVENTION. 

2. EMBASSY SOURCES IN POLITICAL PARTIES AND CONGRESS TODAY 
EXPRESSING FATALISTIC VIEW OF SITUATION. UNLESS CONGRESS CAN BEGIN 
TO ACT THIS WEEK (WHICH MOST AGREE IS UNLIKELY) OR UNLESS MRS. 

PERON GOES ON LEAVE (WHICH AOSL UNLIKELY) COUP MAY BE ARMED 

IN VERY NEAR FUTURE. SOURCES OPINED THAT SHOULD MRS. PERON RUDELY 
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REBUFF PERONIST DELEGATION TODAY, THIS JUST MIGHT (BUT ONLY MIGHT) 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

SWING OVER ENOUGH PERONIST LABOR DEPUTIES AND OTHER HERETOFORE 
VERTICALISTAS SO THAT DECLARATION OF INABILITY WOULD BECOME REAL 
POSSIBILITY. AGAIN, THEREFORE, OUTCOME OF TODAY S MEETING MAY BE 
OF KEY IMPORTANCE. 
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